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First Nations reclaim
space for restoration

ZENZILE KHOISAN

he descendants of South
Africa’s Khoi and San
foundational peoples are

currently poised to
achieving a most significant victory,
the reclaiming of a space for
memory, cultural practice, communi-
cations and the showcasing of the
best of talent in an area —rich in herit-
age — from which their forebears
were forcefully dispossessed by a
colonial authority nearly 400 years
ago.

This space, which indigenous lead-
ers have christened as a liberated
territory, will be located right in the
centre of the River Club redevelop-
ment project, which is in the final
stages of the approvals process, after
which the R4.5 billion development
project will commence with the first
phase of the development.

“It has been a long, hard, bitter strug-
gle, but what has been achieved by
the Western Cape First Nations Collec-
tive is truly remarkable, because we
have seized victory from the jaws of
defeat,” stated Gorinhaiqua Chief
Counsel, Jeremy Jackson.

‘From always being marginalized, we
are now decision makers who, through
our indigenous agency, have secured
a life and a future for ourselves and for

the seven generations in the future for
which we are responsible,” added
Chief Counsel Jackson, who serves as
one of the leaders of the Western Cape
First Nations Collective.

Jansen of the Cochoqua. “What has
been achieved here has shown that
the Khoi and San resurgence has now
achieved a higher level of develop-
ment, which demonstrates what is

as such has been the scene of intense
contestation primarily between the
Khoi and San resurgence and all tiers
of government and interrelated institu-
tions in South Africa.

This space for the proposed rede-

An artist impression of the media centre anchored by the horns of the Eland, at the

River Club Development in Observatory.

Chief Counsel Jackson's view of the
intensely contested developments at
the River Club was supported by other
indigenous leaders who have been at
the coalface of the Khoi and San Jus-
tice struggle for decades.

“This is one of the most significant
victories of our people, a watershed
development that will certainly inspire
our people nationwide to intensify the
search for justice,” stated Chief John

SOURCE: VIVID ARCHITECTS

possible when we become focused,
when we are united,” added the
Cochoqua chief, who also serves as
the Western Cape leader of the Khoi-
San Cultural Heritage Development
Council.

The River Club, which forms part of
the broader Two Rivers Urban Park
precinct, is a site of great cultural sig-
nificance to the descendants of the
foundational peoples of the area and

velopment of this site by the
Liesbeeck Leisure Trust which is the
current legal custodian, is, without
any doubt, a space of heritage. It is a
space where the footsteps of our an-
cestors remind us of the deep injus-
tice that our forebears had to endure
through a process of vicious dispos-
session, dislocation, subjugation and
dehumanisation and oppression.

It is of this anchoring heritage con-
nected to the site and its broader Two
Rivers Urban Parkway and the entire
Cape Town that Princess Chantal
Revell, Western Cape representative
on National Khoi and San Council re-
flected, when she stressed that “the
entire city, which experienced the on-
slaught against our ancestors must

be considered a place of heritage, be-
cause our people because our people
suffered and were subjected to the
worst kind of dehumanisation.”

She cautioned those who wished to
be cavalier and selective when dealing
with this painful history by opposing,
for expediency, the position taken by
the Western Cape First Nations Collec-

tive.

Continued on page 2
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s we race to three

decades since the

dawn of South Afri-
ca’'s democracy, the resur-
gence movement seeking
recognition, restitution and
restoration of South Africa’s
Khoi and San indigenous
African descendants are
faced with a historical im-
perative:

Either it must capitulate to
a process of endless dither-
ing with bureaucratic grid-
lock and tilt at windmills or
face the problem directly,
accept responsibility and
take agency to bring about
a solution.

This dire condition is the
experience for the entire
country, in which the rights
of recognition, restoration
and restitution of Khoi and
San descendants has been
laid bare in more than two
decades of engagements
between the Khoi and San
leadership and government.

It has been documented
before the South African
Human Rights Commission,
the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Indigenous
Peoples and forms part of
the record of public hear-
ings on the Traditional and
Khoi-San leadership Act.

It has also been the expe-
rience of Khoi and San de-
scendants that discrimina-
tory frameworks several
pieces of legislation, includ-
ing, but not limited to, trans-
formation, affirmative action,
land restitution, intellectual
property, indigenous
knowledge, land restitution,
linguistic restoration, popu-
lation registry have revealed
a deeply disconcerting con-

Necessity of
reclaiming

agency

dition in which a significant
part of South Africa’s popu-
lation have been forced into
a condition of benign ne-
glect, marginalisation and
invisibility.

After more than two dec-
ades of going through the
motions without any clear
way forward, after, as has
been the experience with
our colonial oppressors, of
being told to “wait under the
tree” until a decision could
be taken, we, quite correctly
decided that we had
reached the end of our teth-
er, and we could no go
back to our people empty
handed, we decided to
draw a line in the sand.

This was the game
changer, when we consoli-
dated our position, when
we rose to the challenge of
the time and acted in our
own interests, knowing that
our people are hungry,
weather-beaten with end-
less suffering, denied a live-
lihood with generational
unemployment and refused
any space to practice our
culture, curate our heritage,
collect our indigenous be-
longs and showcase the
best of our knowledge and
talent to the world.

The Western Cape First
Nations Collective has re-
fused to capitulate to dither-
ing while the proverbial
Rome burns, or to the soul
sapping exhaustion result-
ing from the gridlock of gov-
ernment paper pushing and
double-speak.

In the case of the River
Club Redevelopment, it has
exercised indigenous cultur-
al agency and secured a
MASSIVE VICTORY, giving
our people hope and a fu-

., ture, through seven genera-
. tions and beyond.

This a victory that should
inspire all Khoi and San de-

i scendant everywhere.

- Salute!

Space to celebrate KhoiSan
history, heritage, culture

From page 1

“What has been achieved by
the collective is critically im-
portant for our people, who
have been broken down and
marginalised in every way, and
this condition has caused
many of our people to lose
hope.

“There is no place in this en-
tire city that we can truly call
our own, where we can uplift
and rebuild our people,” Prin-

who forcefully drove the first
custodians off the land.

Other elders also rebuffed
notions that the Western Cape
First Nations Collective was
turning its back on custom and
protocol by choosing cultural
agency to engage the develop-
er on its own terms to secure a
base of operations to intensify
the fight for recognition, resto-
ration and restitution of the first
people.

“What we are doing through

—

The River Club development will include a indigenous medicinal gar-

den that will be planted, cultivated and used by the First Nations peo-

ple, as well as a Heritage-Eco trail and garden amphitheatre.

cess Revell stated.

In numerous public hearing
where the River Club redevel-
opment proposal has been de-
liberated, Khoi and San indige-
nous leaders all concurred that
this precinct is the repository of
a history of a bloedspoor (a
bloody trail) which dispels any
notion that the site is not a sa-
cred, deeply heritage laden
space.

Many of the members of the
Western Cape First Nations
Collective have themselves
been deeply interwoven with
that narratives of the site and
broader Two Rivers Urban Park
precinct, particularly with Oude
Molen, where the ancient Gor-
inhaiqua kraal was located be-
fore it was invaded by colonists
and later the landed gentry,
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this process is to prepare our
people for indigenous govern-
ance.

Kai Bi'a Hendrik Hennie van
Wyk, leader of the Gorachoqua
Tribal Council said: “All our ac-
tivities are about building prop-
er and sustainable systems,
anchored on long held princi-
ples of indigenous protocol.

“Under no circumstances,
will we ever allow anyone to
turn the section of this space
that we were able to obtain
through negotiation, into a cari-
cature of its higher purpose,
which is to celebrate Khoi and
San history, heritage, culture
and our very unique indigenous
knowledge systems,” Kai Bi'a
Van Wyk added.

Plans that have been pre-
sented to authorities, as also

the testimony of Jody Aufrichtig,
Trustee and Spokesperson for
the Liesbeek Leisure Properties
Trust, in public hearings have
further contradicted detractors
who have tried to undermine
the agreements between the
developer and first nation rep-
resentatives who were party to
the engagements.

Both Aufrichtig and the Col-
lective have publicly stated that
the space, in the centre of the
development that has been
earmarked for the first nations
will be a space of “higher pur-
pose” that will “sustainably pro-
mote, protect and preserve a
true and lasting legacy for the
first peoples and their descend-
ants beyond the next seven
generations”.

This space will comprise a
world standard heritage centre
for the collection, collation and
curation of cultural belongings
in a living museum, bringing
the Khoi and San narratives to
the world through an interna-
tional indigenous media and
communication facility.

Also included is an indige-
nous garden and cultural praxis
space where indigenous lead-
ers and medicine practitioners
can teach and engage in indig-
enous praxis.

The final component of the
first nation liberated zone within
the development will be the
cultural performance and exhi-
bition amphitheatre, which will
showcase the best of indige-
nous music, dance, art, poetry,
storytelling, craft and other ele-
ments that reflect the depth,
versatility and excellence of first
nation artists and crafts people.
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Statement by the Gorinhaiqua
Cultural Council

ust after 8 am, Friday 20 Novem-

ber 2020, four unknown assail-

ants and their confederates as-
sassinated Ernest William Solomon, a
fully and properly initiated chief of the
Gorinhaiqua Cultural Council.

Chief Solomon died and three other
people, including a young child, were
injured when a barrage of 47 bullets
was fired at his vehicle, which had
been rammed off the road at an inter-
section in Boksburg, Gauteng prov-
ince, South Africa.

The Gorinhaiqua Cultural Council is
filled with intense grief at the horrific
and cowardly act which caused the
untimely demise of one of our leaders,
and condemns this brutal act with all
the contempt it deserves.

The motive for this infamous act is
yet to be established and it is our ur-
gent call to all relevant authorities and
structures that this assassination be
thoroughly investigated and that the
culprits and those that dispatched
them to commit this act are swiftly

‘Wil deel van oplossing wees’

Seun van Wupperthal vind nuwe hoop in Khoi-identiteit

EIE VERSLAGGEWERS

Obituary

Final 'Nau for
Chief Solomon

brought to account so that they face
the full might of the law.

What we can state categorically is
that Chief Solomon was a Chief in
good standing in our council (The
House of the Warriors), as also the
broader resurgence, whom he served
with humility, discipline and respect
and in which he was at all times ready
to perform any task that would bring
about respect for our people and uplift
them out of the dire conditions into
which they have been forced.

Chief Solomon was brought directly
into the resurgence as an active mem-
ber over a decade ago, when the Gor-
inhaiqua Cultural Council took a deci-
sion to engage him on very serious
matters, particularly his unambiguous
recognition and acceptance of his in-
digenous roots and culture.

Rightly, despite many nefarious leg-
ends with which he had been associ-
ated, it was our view that it was time
for those who had, for whatever rea-
sons and circumstances, been
plunged into the turbulent world of ex-
tra legal activities, to become part of
the solution and not the problem.

This, for us and for our broader
movement, proved to be the correct
position, as it demonstrated that any-
one, including those who lived in the
margins and shadows, could undergo
a change and be a part of rebuilding,
rather than breaking down, the fabric
of society.

Our experience of Chief Ernest Wil-
liam Solomon is that he was ready to
make real contributions to actively
building a world where our people rise
above the circumstances into which
they had been forced by a system that
condemns a Khoi or San descendant
from the cradle to the grave.

Our experience is that Chief Solo-
mon was never placed before any
court of law and was not ever charged
with any criminal act in the entire
period that he has been an active part
of the resurgence.

Chief Solomon had officially gone
through the required ancient indige-
nous rites of the INau Ceremony, first
in his early period of his inception, but
he also went through the required rites
for the acceptance of responsibility
and leadership, and this became a
way of life for him.

As the Gorinhaiqua
Cultural Council, it was
an honour that he was
part of many sentinel
events that have helped
shape our movement,
uplift the consciousness
of our people and ex-
pand the ranks of our
movement.

Among these very crit-
ical events are the con-
ferences on Khoi and
San land restitution in
Kimberley; meeting
members of the Euro-
pean Parliament; confer-
ences with senior gov-
ernment leaders’ Indige-
nous journeys of healing
organised by the Insti-
tute for the Healing of
Memories; many indig-
enous summits and nu-
merous critical cultural
events such as the com-
memoration of the 1510
Battle of Gorinhaiqua on
28 February, which is an

annual event of our council.

We travelled many places through-
out this country, supporting indigenous
struggles and causes and even had
the great honour of traveling with him
to his birthplace in Wupperthal, where
the elders welcomed him with open
arms and urged him to continue on his
path of shifting his narrative from noto-
riety to one in which he has become a
responsible leader, a person rediscov-
ering a restored dignity and humanity.

It is particularly true that Chief Solo-
mon accepted his Khoi identity and
victoriously brought this as a message
of hope to thousands of those who
had been caught in the deadly vice
grip of gangsterism, for he believed
that the true path to a life changing
experience was to accept one’s identi-
ty and to live by indigenous principles.

This message he also brought to his
family, who were all, by his example
drawn into the Khoi and San resur-
gence, with many actually going
through the INau ceremony. His seri-
ousness about his culture and identity
was so strong that when his son Silino
was laid to rest on 18 October 2014, it
was done in full accordance with the
final Nau rites with all indigenous pro-
tocols observed.

This is the memory we hold of Chief
Ernest William Solomon, a legend in
his own time, a gregarious and very
colourful personality, a courageous
compatriot, a family man, a brother to
all in the resurgence and to those who
had walked with him in the arena of
his turbulent earlier life.

To his family, the Gorinhaiqua Cul-
tural Council offers our deeply felt con-
dolences and our prayers that the Al-
mighty God will grant them peace and
comfort as they grieve his untimely
passing.

Go well Chief Ernest William Solo-
mon, you will be surely missed and
never forgotten, most courageous and
dedicated servant of the Khoi and San.
IGaitse GOre Chief Ernest Solomon of
the House of the Warriors, may your
spirit fly free through the evermore.

* More obituaries on page 13.
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CHANTAL REVELL

he year 2020 turned into a

year full of sorrow and despair

for many South Africans, yet
right in the midst of the hardest lock-
down since the Apartheid era, | re-
ceived the news that our four-year bat-
tle have come to an end and that the
Constitutional Court are ready to deliver
it's judgement.

Most South Africans are still unaware
how this judgement changed the face
of politics since the dawn of our new
democracy, according to Adv. Alan Nel-
son who represented the First Nation
people’s, it is a revolution without firing
a single bullet.

I would like to use extracts of two
articles written about my involvement
as support of this historical event. Linda
van Tilburg from BizNews UK wrote: A/
South Africans walk in the footsteps of
the Khoi and San people who were the
original inhabitants of tip of the African
continent. The paintings that date back
thousands of years can be seen in
many caves in SA.

It is therefore fitting that one of their
descendants, Princess Chantal Revell,
played an instrumental role in the re-
cent decision of the Constitutional
Court to allow independent candidates
to stand for national and provincial
elections.

It has not only opened the door for
independent candidates to stand for
elections, it has opened the door for the
Khoi and San people slapped with the

label of ‘coloured” in the apartheid era,

HISTORIC MOMENT: Various representatives of indigenous KhoiSan groups attended the announcement in the old assembly in Parliament that the Direct Elections Bill has been

to receive the recognition of being the
First Nation of Southern Africa.

This is our path to self-determination.
Mcebisi Ndletyana of the University
of Johannesburg for Conversation.com
wrote: Ultimately it took Princess Chan-
tal Revell, a descendant of the Khoi and

San royalty to initiate change in South
Africa’s electoral system. What might
protect established parties against
competition from independent candl-
dates is the likelihood of poor organisa-
tional infrastructure, inexperience and
the lack of money.

Rather than worry, one should wel-
come Revell’s potential candidature as
a test of the salience of ethnic politics in
the Western Cape. This ruling portends
multiple possibilities.”

Reflecting on both articles, | realise
the magnitude of the possibilities for
our people. | have embarked on this
mission with the full knowledge that we
have to challenge our current law sys-
tem as we know it and change the laws
of our country if we want to take up our
rightful position as a First Nation people
determining our rights to self-
governance.

We have to stand boldly for our con-
stitutional rights and also have to chal-
lenge the very same system that
caused us to be marginalised and ulti-
mately silenced on the political land-
scape. The main forces against us for
competing against major political par-
ties are simply the lack of finances and
the numbers.

Independent candidates will be di-
rectly accountable to the people. The

Khoisan wins right to stand
as Independent candidates

political power will be in the hands of
the people rather then the politician.

The fact that we do not have a voice
of the First Nation people presentin
Parliament will continue the oppression
and dispossession of our rights.

Over the years as the Khoi and San
emerged all over South Africa count-
less debates erupted as to how best
obtain our right to self governance, in-
ternational laws used to promote such
rights but to no avail.

Why did all the previous attempts to
self-determination not succeed in the
way we want it to? We could not en-
force any International law without the
engagement of our government nor
could any international law be enforced
legally since South Africa is a sovereign
state.

All international laws can only be im-
plemented through the good will of our
government in relation to the First Na-
tion people. In fact, the First Nation only
get recognised as one of 10 Indigenous
groupings in South Africa rather then
the original people of the land.

The court case lasted for years. |
have connected with various other eth-
nic groups who had the same con-
cerns, mainly, what will happen to our
children with all the corruption and ina-
bility of our current government to gov-
ern our country.

The case was originally lodged by
Michael Louis, a previous member of
parliament. He based his case on the
Van Zyl Slabbert report regarding the
inclusion of Independent candidates to
keep political parties accountable and
to make sure that political power will
never land in the hands of the politi-
cians again.

Michael lost the case application in
court and it would have been a dead
end if Adv. Nelson did not approach me
to stand as the applicant for the case.
At that time it made perfect sense for
me to stand — we had to change the
political system in order to pursue politi-
cal freedom and the right to self gov-
ernance. | urge our Khoi and San lead-
ers to choose honourable and capable
leaders from amongst ourselves.

— e

submitted to the speaker of the National Assembly Thandi Modise, to be tabled for deliberation.

Bill a political
game-changer
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| t was with prayers, the blowing of a shofar,
the indigenous salutes of many Khoi and San
leaders, and an impassioned addressed by
struggle stalwart and leader of the Congress of
the People, Mosiuoa Lekota that it was an-
nounced in the old assembly at the Parliament
that the Direct Elections Bill has been submit-
ted to the speaker of the National Assembly
Thandi Modise, to be tabled for deliberation.

The submission of the Direct Elections Bill
effectively would create a seismic shift in con-
temporary South African politics, as it would
now end the predominance of political parties
and the whose percentage of representation in
parliament and the provincial legislatures de-
termined by the amount of votes the party was
able to garner in elections for these institution.

“The very foundations have been shifted,”
stated Hilary-Jane Solomon, in response to
remarks by Lekota, who explained that with
the submission of the bill and its eventual pas-
sage into law politicians would now have to
account directly to their constituencies and
that the business as usual was effectively over.

With the bill now moving through the pro-
cess through which it would become law, the
vindication of a David and Goliath battle
waged by the New Nation Movement and sev-
eral other applicants who, from the Cape Su-
preme Court to the Constitutional Court sought
to end the shackling of democracy to the com-
promises of the negotiations process through
which only political parties and not independ-
ent individual candidates could mobilise the
electoral.

“This has finally brought accountability to
our politics, through which those people who
have no interest in the politicians and parties
that have failed them can have a voice — a way
to keep politician accountable. through which
the people can truly hold their leaders ac-
countable and remove them if they abuse that
sacred trust, said Princess Chantal Revell, a
Korana princess who had been hailed by the
constitutional court when delivering judgment
in July on the landmark case.

She said: “We must remember that inherent

ly we are not “politicians”, we are culturally in-
clined with a customary law system, our fore-
fathers were a collective leadership and poli-

tics are more focused on one leader and their
policies are designed to protect their interest.”

s
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UN Declaration on rights of Indigenous Peoples

he United Nations Declaration on the Rights of

Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the 61st

session of the United Nations General Assembly
on 13 September 2007.

As a signatory to that critical manifesto, South Africa
agreed to the intent and spirit of the declaration, which
is the adoption and implementation of programmes and
policies at national and international level that prevent
discrimination, marginalisation and human rights abuses
of peoples of indigenous descent.

This declaration sets out very clear mechanisms for
signatories to reverse the horrific process through which
indigenous peoples have been disowned and made in-
visible in the lands where their forebears were subject-
ed to all forms of evil, including genocide.

Article 1

Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment,
as a collective or as individuals, of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms as recognised in the Charter of
the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and international human rights law.

Article 2

Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to
all other peoples and individuals and have the right to
be free from any kind of discrimination, in the exercise
of their rights, in particular that based on their indige-
nous origin or identity.

Article 3

Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determi-
nation. By virtue of that right they freely determine their
political status and freely pursue their economic, social
and cultural development.

Article 4

Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-
determination, have the right to autonomy or self-
government in matters relating to their internal and lo-
cal affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their
autonomous functions.

Article 5

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and
strengthen their distinct political, legal, economic, social
and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to
participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural life of the State.

Article 6

Every indigenous individual has the right to a
nationality.

Article 7

1. Indigenous individuals have the rights to life, physical
and mental integrity, liberty and security of person.

2. Indigenous peoples have the collective right to live in
freedom, peace and security as distinct peoples and
shall not be subjected to any act of genocide or any oth-
er act of violence, including forcibly removing children
of the group to another group.

Article 8

1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right

not to be subjected to forced assimilation or destruction
of their culture.

2. States shall provide effective mechanisms for preven-
tion of, and redress for:

(a) Any action which has the aim or effect of depriving
hem of their integrity as distinct peoples, or of their cul-
tural values or ethnic identities;

(b) Any action which has the aim or effect of dispos-
sessing them of their lands, territories or resources;

(c) Any form of forced population transfer which has

the aim or effect of violating or undermining any of their
rights;

(d) Any form of forced assimilation or integration;

(e) Any form of propaganda designed to promote or
incite racial or ethnic discrimination directed against
them.

Article 9

Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to
belong to an indigenous community or nation, in
accordance with the traditions and customs of the com-

munity or nation concerned. No discrimination of any
kind may arise from the exercise of such a right.

Article 10

Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from
their lands or territories. No relocation shall take place
without the free, prior and informed consent of the in-
digenous peoples concerned and after agreement on
just and fair compensation and, where possible, with
the option of return.

Article 11

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practise and
revitalize their cultural traditions and customs. This in-
cludes the right to maintain, protect and develop the
past, present and future manifestations of their cul-
tures, such as archaeological and historical sites, arte-
facts, designs, ceremonies, technologies and visual and
performing arts and literature.

2. States shall provide redress through effective
mechanisms, which may include restitution, developed
in conjunction with indigenous peoples, with respect to
their cultural, intellectual, religious and spiritual proper-
ty taken without their free, prior and informed consent
or in violation of
their laws, traditions
and customs.
Article 12

1. Indigenous peo-
ples have the right to
manifest, practise,
develop and teach
their spiritual and
religious traditions,
customs and cere-
monies; the right to
maintain, protect,
and have access in privacy to their religious and cultural
sites; the right to the use and control of their ceremoni-
al objects; and the right to the repatriation of their hu-
man remains.

2. States shall seek to enable the access and/or repatria-
tion of ceremonial objects and human remains in their
possession through fair, transparent and effective mech-
anisms developed in conjunction with indigenous peo-
ples concerned.

Article 13

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalize, use,
develop and transmit to future generations their histo-
ries, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing
systems and literatures, and to designate and retain
their own names for communities, places and persons.
2. States shall take effective measures to ensure that
this right is protected and also to ensure that indigenous
peoples can understand and be understood in political,
legal and administrative proceedings, where necessary
through the provision of interpretation or by other ap-
propriate means.

Article 14

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and
control their educational systems and institutions
providing education in their own languages, in a manner
appropriate to their cultural methods of teaching and
learning.

2. Indigenous individuals, particularly children, have

the right to all levels and forms of education of the State
without discrimination.

3. States shall, in conjunction with indigenous peoples,
take effective measures, in order for indigenous individ-
uals, particularly children, including those living outside
their communities, to have access, when possible, to an
education in their own culture and provided in their
own language.

Article 15

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the dignity and
diversity of their cultures, traditions, histories and aspi-
rations which shall be appropriately reflected in educa-
tion and public information.

2. States shall take effective measures, in consultation
and cooperation with the indigenous peoples con-

cerned, to combat prejudice and eliminate discrimina-
tion and to promote tolerance, understanding and good
relations among indigenous peoples and all other seg-
ments of society.

Article 16

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish their
own media in their own languages and to have access to
all forms of non-indigenous media without discrimina-
tion.

2. States shall take effective measures to ensure that
State-owned media duly reflect indigenous cultural di-
versity. States, without prejudice to ensuring full free-
dom of expression, should encourage privately owned
media to adequately reflect indigenous cultural
diversity.

Article 17

1. Indigenous individuals and peoples have the right to
enjoy fully all rights established under applicable inter-
national and domestic labour law.

2. States shall in consultation and cooperation with
indigenous peoples take specific measures to protect
indigenous children from economic exploitation and
from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous
or to interfere with the child’s education, or to be harm-
ful to the child’s health or physical, mental, spiritual,
moral or social development, taking into account their
special vulnerability and the importance of education
for their empowerment.

3. Indigenous individuals have the right not to be sub-
jected to any discriminatory conditions of labour and,
inter alia, employment or salary.

Article 18

Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in deci-
sion-making in matters which would affect their rights,
through representatives chosen by themselves in ac-
cordance with their own procedures, as well as to main-
tain and develop their own indigenous decision-making
institutions.

Article 19

States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the
indigenous peoples concerned through their own repre-
sentative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior
and informed consent before adopting and imple-
menting legislative or administrative measures that may
affect them.

Article 20

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and
develop their political, economic and social systems or
institutions, to be secure in the enjoyment of their own
means of subsistence and development, and to engage
freely in all their traditional and other economic activi-
ties.

2. Indigenous peoples deprived of their means of sub-
sistence and development are entitled to just and fair
redress.

Article 21

1. Indigenous peoples have the right, without discrimi-
nation, to the improvement of their economic and social
conditions, including, inter alia, in the areas of educa-
tion, employment, vocational training and retraining,
housing, sanitation, health and social security.

2. States shall take effective measures and, where ap-
propriate, special measures to ensure continuing im-
provement of their economic and social conditions. Par-
ticular attention shall be paid to the rights and special
needs of indigenous elders, women, youth, children and
persons with disabilities.

Article 22

1. Particular attention shall be paid to the rights and
special needs of indigenous elders, women, youth, chil-
dren and persons with disabilities in the implementation
of this Declaration.

2. States shall take measures, in conjunction with indige-
nous peoples, to ensure that indigenous women and
children enjoy the full protection and guarantees against
all forms of violence and discrimination.
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River Club redevelopment to celebrate
rich heritage of the First Nations

JODY AUFRICHTIG

hen we commenced with the plan-
ning of the River Club redevelop-
ment in 2015, | certainly could not

Coming from a lineage
of oppressed people
| can relate to the pain

have foreseen the incredible journey that the pro-
ject has taken us on over the past six years.

In particular, the significant and meaningful re-
lationships | have built with leaders of the First
Nations based on mutual respect, trust, sincerity,
equality and friendship which | am certain will last
a lifetime.

of the past. [ am proud
to be part of 3 ground-
breaking project to re-
store The First Nations
rightful place

Jody Aufrichtig

for their heritage to be acknowledged, embraced,
protected and celebrated. Coming from a lineage
of oppressed people myself, | can relate to the
pain of the past. | am proud to be part of a
ground-breaking project to restore The First Na-
L tions rightful place.

| am also proud that the development will deliv-
er a number of other benefits that will promote
social inclusion and will contribute towards great-
er spatial justice in the City.

This includes converting the current private golf

course into an accessible, urban green space that

These relationships evolved from the social fa-
cilitation process lead by Rudewaan Arendse
from AFMAS Solutions, which resulted in many
robust interactions with First Nations representa-
tives on what their aspirations were for the River
Club site.

Not only did this process produce a develop-
ment project that recognises and incorporates
the rich history and heritage of the First Nations,
but also served as a catalyst for a number of
groupings and representatives to come together
to form the First Nations Collective.

This impressive group comprises most of the
First Nations Groups from across the peninsula
including the Gorinhaiqua, Gorachouqua,
Cochoqua, the Griqua Royal Council, the San Tra-
ditional Royal House, and the National Khoi and
San Council.

| feel honoured to have been given the oppor-
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An artist impression of the Heritage Centre and

Amphitheatre. SOURCE: Vivid Architects

tunity to getting to know the leadership of these
groups and to learn more about the painful past
and their rich heritage and traditions.

Now that the River Club redevelopment has
received the greenlight from both the Western
Cape Government and the City of Cape Town, |
am excited to begin working with the Collective to
bring this project to life, so the First Nations are
provided with the opportunity to successfully re-
claim, share and celebrate their heritage with the
public.

The development plan is on version 237, but |
look back and appreciate the valuable input from

the public, specialists, and First Nations as we
have a world class integrated project.

The redevelopment will include a distinctive
Heritage Cultural and Media Centre that will be
operated by the First Nations people and will pro-
vide crucial job opportunities to members of the-
se communities.

We envisage this centre becoming a critical
link to other First Nations groupings across the
world in order to enable indigenous knowledge
sharing and counter current dominant narratives
that discriminate against indigenous people and
limit their opportunities.

The First Nations'’ rich history will be further
commemorated through the inclusion of symbols
central to the First Nation narrative in the land-
scaping, architectural iconography and educa-

tional signage in the beautiful open spaces

will boast a range of amenities that will be able to
be enjoyed by surrounding communities. This will
include 8.4 hectares of publicly accessible open
areas - the equivalent of 13 soccer fields — which
will include 6 kms of safe running and cycling
pathways.

Furthermore, in recognition of the injustices
that plague our post-apartheid spatial realities,
20% of the residential component of this private
development will also be dedicated to developer-
subsidised inclusionary housing .

The 6000 m? of affordable housing rental stock
will also be fully integrated into the open market
residential component of the development.

This will allow key workers delivering essential
services to surrounding communities an oppor-
tunity to live close to where they work — some-
thing that is currently unattainable for lower in-
come groups wanting to live in the area.

We truly believe that this is a project for all the
| people of Cape Town and the Western Cape and

] it really is regrettable that small interest groups

gl claiming to represent the First Nations, working

class and the poor have tried to block the redevel-

=1 opment.

The Eland Horns Eco Corridor Gateway is one of many

elements of Indigenous place-making found the site.

throughout the inclusive space.

The project will also feature an indigenous me-
dicinal garden that will be planted, cultivated and
used by the First Nations people, as well as a Her-
itage-Eco trail and garden amphitheatre for use
by the First Nations and the general public.

The amphitheatre will provide an ideal platform
for the First Nations’ heritage to visibly spring into
our public cultural life.

I have learnt so much from my engagements
with the First Nations Collective over the past few
year including the uphill battle they have faced to
be recognised as the country’s first people’s and

Particularly, when we have tried our best to en-

] gage with these groups and respond to their con-
| cerns during our extensive public engagements

processes over the past few years.

We have always remained committed to work-
ing with everyone who wants to create a more
inclusive, sustainable and prosperous City and
province.

I look forward to continue walking this path
with the First Nations Collective so we deliver a
first-of-its-kind development that will serve as an
example of what can be achieved through con-
structive and open dialogue.

| thank Chief Zenzile Khoisan for his friendship,
guidance, and robust discussions in delivering a
project close to my heart.

*Aufrichtig is a Trustee and Spokesperson for the
Liesbeek Leisure Properties Trust
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Ron Martin exhibits his cultural wares at the Castle in Cape Town.

B This is how our forefathers lived in a matjieshuis.

Struggle continues to claim rights

to Khoisan sites and symbols

RON MARTIN

tis said that if one regards the
people of a country as its HEART and
its natural resources as its WEALTH,
then its collective heritage must be its
SOUL. Visitors to one’s country should,
at a glance, be able to experience the
soul of a country merely through wit-
nessing the content of its heritage
landscape.

This landscape should include its
built environment; i.e. the beautiful
structures created through the evolu-
tion of its pre- and post-colonial tech-
nologies.

Its museums and their collections
should celebrate the symbols of all its
diverse cultures while respecting their
presence and importance equally and
equitably. And its people, the HEART-
BEAT of the country, should have the
freedom and resources to conserve,
express and celebrate their individual

cultures while acknowledging its place

in and contribution to the collective.
THAT IS TRUE FREEDOM.

In the South African context, how-
ever, Heritage Resource Management
and all its related disciplines remains,
unfortunately, one of the least-trans-
formed industries in our glorious de-
mocracy.

Our heritage landscape blatantly
portrays this and, believe me, our visi-
tors do notice.

Some don't care, though, because
for these conservative travellers, it's a
holiday in Africa will all the comforts
and symbolism of Europe; where they
can bask in the glory of justified con-
quest by their forebears over the hea-
then nations of the third world, by

which they introduced technology, reli-

gion and infrastructure.
Yes, our heritage landscape cele-

brates this narrow representative facet

of our history very, very well.

And the perpetuation of this mindset
continues. One can even say that
HERITAGE as a discipline has been
captured. Or held hostage by those
seeking to maintain the status quo of
the bad old days.

This can be attributed to a variety of
reasons, but the main, least veiled or-
gan of capture would be Academia
itself, the other least-transformed enti-
ty.

This, coupled with a government
and its agencies that does not neces-
sarily regard the transformation of this
industry as one of strategic-enough

Khoe-khoen and Boesman, are stifled
in a way that relegates it to that of an
academic curiosity associated with an
extinct race rather than the celebration
of a people who are very much alive.
One only has to look at the language
used in reports prepared on pre-
colonial sites currently being excavat-
ed; the lack of sensitivity around the
curation of our ancestral remains still
held in museum and university vaults;
as well as the descriptions of our cul-
tural and intellectual property in muse-
um displays, to see the influence of the
colonial mindset at play at the expense
of a truthful expression of our culture.
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Hannes Mannel, member of the Gorinhaiqua cultural group explains how the
Khoisan tribe built their Kraal

importance to warrant active interven-
tion, has allowed a few individuals to
dictate the path (or lack thereof) of her-
itage transformation in a society that
desperately needs a viable and visible
tool of cohesiveness — something that
the attainment of a transformed, repre-
sentative and inclusive heritage land-
scape can easily become.

The attainment of this radical mile-
stone is not, however, in the interest of
these individuals, still desperately hold-
ing onto the representations, physical
and symbolic, of imagined superiority
based on past perceived glory. Rather
pathetic, but very, very real.

It's therefore not surprising that the
heritage of SA’s foundational peoples,

One way to circumvent this is, of
course, is to take indigenous owner-
ship of these sites and objects and to
ensure their proper interpretation, con-
servation and curation.

For many years, however, heritage
authorities and their agents have ac-
tively stifled any attempt by indigenous
groups at attaining any form of traction
in this regard.

An example of an indigenous organ-
isation at the coalface of engagement
with these authorities is the SA First
Peoples’ Museum Foundation who, for
many years, lobbied government
through the active participation in the
creation of a policy that would govern
Land Reform for vulnerable groups like

the Khoe-khoen and Boesman.

This was to culminate in the Excep-
tions Policy, where heritage sites asso-
ciated with said groups would be iden-
tified for restitution and, ultimately, as
sites to be developed for the expres-
sion and celebration of their culture
and heritage.

In the Western Cape, five pilot sites
were identified, which included the
TRUP Precinct (site of the First Khoe-
Dutch War) and Table Mountain
(Platteklip Wash Houses) as a first
phase. However, after almost eight
years of engagement with the govern-
ment department that deals with Land
Reform, it has come to nought; the
draft policy scrapped and associated
initiatives shelved.

The foundational peoples of this
country still do not enjoy the basic pro-
tection awarded by the highest law of
the land, the Constitution... yet.

Nevertheless, as activists, tribal
houses and organisations, we have
not stopped in our quest to pursue the
right to claim the sites and symbols
associated with our cultural heritage.

The Castle of Good Hope, once the
strongest tangible monument to the
pain suffered by our people through
colonialism and its evil offspring, apart-
heid, has since been symbolically
claimed and reinterpreted as a site of
healing and reconciliation.

This was achieved through con-
structive dialogue and active engage-
ment with its management and pro-
grams, itself a strong form of restitu-
tion.

| have a strong belief that we, as the
descendants of the proud, vibrant
foundational people of South Africa,
will overcome the obstacles placed in
our path to cultural freedom by those
who seek to control the enabling
mechanisms of the heritage industry
through their networks and systems.

We are onto them, as well as the
pariahs in our midst (you find them all
over the world) who they employ to
disrupt our progress.

The path to cultural freedom is as
much a revolution as any other, so our
focus has to be clear, our weapons
sharp and our strategy sound.




. FIRST NATION NEWS First Nations Collective

Nov/Dec 2020

T

ol
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The members of the
Western Cape First
Nations Collective
Trust are BACK from
left to right:

Rev. Austen Jackson;
chief John Jansen;
chief Tania Kleinhans
-Cedras; High Comm
Aaron Messelaar;
Rudewaan Arendse;
Deon Pietersen; Jere-
my Jackson;
FRONT:
Hilary-Jane Solo-
mons; INSET: Kai bi’a
Hennie van Wyk;
chief Zenzile Khoi-
san; Shireen Martin;
Princess Chantal

Revell

\
A\
\
A PIC & LOGO: IFN MEDIA

Collective cultural agency

e N
The collective’s creation is an exercise of cultural agency,

a necessary condition for self-determination, a univer-
sally held principle that is premised on sovereignty of
indigenous people.
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he Western Cape First Nations Collective is an

organic structure founded as a result of exten-

sive consultations between stalwarts of the
Khoi and San resurgence who have been at the very
coalface of the struggle for the recognition, restitution
and restoration of South Africa’s Khoi and San descend-
ants.

It is is the natural outcome of the collective position
unanimously adopted by more than 300 leaders of South
Africa’s indigenous Khoi and San peoples from all across
the country when they gathered on 28 February 2010 in
Cape Town, in the main hall at Oude Molen, under full
cultural protocol and ceremony.

The gathering at Oude Molen called into existence Die
KhoiSan Noodsein or The KhoiSan Emergency Action Com-
mittee which organised a march in September 2010 of
thousands of Khoi and San descendants, who marched
throughout the Cape Town CBD, culminating in a mass
rally at parliament, where numerous demands were made
to the South African government.

Deeply embedded into the core demands is the clarion
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